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Infectious  Diseases. 


BRIDGNORTH  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Westgate, 

Bridgnorth, 

October,  1955. 

To  THE  Chairman  and  Councillors 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  on  matters 
relating  to  health  and  environmental  hygiene  in  your  district  for 
the  year  1954. 

The  Vital  Statistics  for  the  year  are  all  satisfactory,  especially 
the  low  Infant  Mortality  Rate  of  13.1  per  1,000  live  births. 

Fewer  cases  of  notifiable  Infectious  Disease  occurred,  as  com- 
pared with  1953,  and  there  were  no  serious  outbreaks  of  infection. 

Work  commenced  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  on  the  first  stage 
of  the  Low  Level  Area  Water  Supply  Scheme,  and  good  progress 
in  main-laying  was  made.  Until  the  reservoir  at  Bagginswood  is 
completed,  very  few  areas  within  the  scheme  can  be  supplied  with 
water. 

Preparation  for  a Public  Enquiry  in  connection  with  the  Joint 
High  Level  Water  Supply  Scheme  are  still  in  hand,  but  httle  further 
can  be  reported  regarding  this  scheme  at  present. 

A Public  Enquiry  was  held  in  April  1954,  resulting  in  permission 
being  given  by  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  for 
the  new  system  of  sewerage  and  new  sewage  disposal  plant  for 
Highley.  Sanction  was  also  given  to  the  sewerage  scheme  to  serve 
Claverley ; and  plans  to  provide  Eardington  with  sewerage  and 
sewage  disposal  facilities  were  prepared. 

Sanitary  conditions  in  Alveley  continued  to  cause  concern 
during  the  year — a sewerage  system  for  this  village  is  urgently 
required. 

A total  of  12  Council  Houses  was  completed  during  1954,  43 
fewer  than  in  the  previous  year,  but  39  were  in  course  of  construction 
at  31st  December,  1954.  Private  building  showed  an  increase 
during  the  twelve  months  under  review,  when  27  houses  were 
completed  (three  times  the  number  for  1953)  and  a further  13  were 
under  construction  at  31st  December,  1954. 


The  Council  agreed  to  license  6 slaughterhouses  in  the  district, 
when  private  slaughtering  became  permissible  again  in  July,  1954 ; 
and  the  inspection  of  meat  intended  for  human  consumption  was 
thus  added  to  the  duties  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors. 

I should  like  to  express  my  appreciation  to  Mr.  S.  J.  Yelland 
and  Mr.  D.  A.  Pamphilon  for  their  assistance  in  the  preparation 
of  sections  C,  D and  E of  this  Report. 

I have  the  honour  to  be. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

Margaret  H.  F.  Turnbull, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


SECTION  A 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  of  District  in  acres  

100,897 

Estimated  Population  (mid- 1954)  

16,180 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses 

3,795 

Rateable  Value  of  the  District  (at  1st  April,  1955) 

£66,640 

Estimated  Product  of  Id.  Rate  

£250 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

Live  Births 

1954 

1953 

'Male  

118 

119 

Legitimate 

Female  

Total 

105 

223 

105 

224 

Rate  per  1,000  of  population 

13.8 

13.5 

Male  

4 

0 

Illegitimate  ' 

Female 

Total 

2 

6 

10 

10 

^ Rate  per  1 ,000  of  population ... 

0.37 

0.60 

i 

/Male  

122 

119 

Female  

107 

115 

1 

Total 

229 

234 

Total 

Crude  Birth-Rate  per  1,000  of  the 

population  

“ Corrected  ” Birth-Rate  per  1,000 

14.2 

14.1 

^ of  population 

17.6 

19.8 

StiU-Births 

[Male  

0 

2 

1 Female  

4 

2 

1 Total 

4 

4 

[ Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still-births  . . . 

17.2 

16.7 

Deaths 

Male  

63 

67 

Female  

58 

63 

Total 

121 

130 

Crude  Death-Rate  per  1,000  of 

population  

“ Corrected  ” Death  Rate  per  1,000 

7.5 

7.9 

' of  population  

8.9 

9.3 

3 


Deaths  related  to  Pregnancy  and  Childbirth 

J Total 1 

(Rate  per  1,000  total  births  4.3 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age 


Legitimate 


Male  ...  

Female  

Total 

^Rate  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 


2 

1 

3 

13.0 


Illegitimate — Nil. 


Total 


Male  

Female  

Total 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  births 


Deaths  from  : 

Cancer  (all  sites)  

Measles  

Whooping-cough  

Diphtheria 

Tuberculosis  (Respiratory)  ... 
Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 


1954 

2 

1 

3 

13.1 


22 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 


Rates  for  England  and  Wales,  1954. 

Birth  Rate  per  1 ,000  of  population  ...  15.2 
Still-Birth  rate  per  1 ,000  live  -f  still-births  24.0 
Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  population  ...  11.3 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live 

births  25.5 


1 

4.2 


5 
1 

6 

26.8 


1953 

5 
1 

6 

25.5 


23 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 


NOTES  ON  VITAL  STATISTICS 

Population 

The  Registrar-General’s  estimated  mid-year  population  for  the 
district  for  1954  was  16,180,  compared  with  16,540  in  1953.  This 
figure  (which  includes  members  of  the  Armed  Forces  stationed  in 
the  area)  is  used  for  the  calculation  of  Birth  and  Death  Rates. 

Births 

There  were  229  live  births  in  the  district  during  1954 — a decrease 
of  5 on  the  number  for  1953.  The  Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of 
population  was  14.2  (14.1  in  1953)  but  when  corrected  to  make 
the  figure  comparable  with  those  for  other  parts  of  the  country, 
the  rate  was  17.6.  The  Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1954 
was  15.2  per  1,000  of  the  population. 
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Still-Births 

Four  still-births  were  registered  during  the  year,  the  same 
number  as  in  1953.  The  Still-Birth  Rate  per  1,000  live  plus  still- 
births was  17.2,  the  corresponding  rate  for  England  and  Wales 
being  24.0. 

Deaths 

121  deaths  occurred  in  the  district  during  1954,  63  male  and 
58  female.  This  represents  a decrease  of  9 on  the  number  for  1953. 

The  crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  was  7.5 
(7.9  in  1953),  corrected  by  the  comparability  factor  for  the  district 
to  8.9.  The  Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  11.3  per 
1,000  of  the  population. 


Causes  of  Death 


Diseases  of  Heart  and  Circulation 

Male 

20 

Female 

18 

Total 

38 

Vascular  lesions  of  Nervous  System 

10 

15 

25 

Cancer  (all  sites) 

12 

10 

22 

Pneumonia 

6 

1 

7 

Bronchitis  

5 

0 

5 

Diabetes 

2 

2 

4 

Accidents  (motor  vehicle)  

2 

0 

2 

, , (excepting  motor  vehicle)  . . . 

1 

1 

2 

Tuberculosis  (respiratory)  

1 

0 

1 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion 

- 

1 

1 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

- 

1 

1 

All  other  causes 

4 

9 

13 

All  causes 

63 

58 

121 

Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulation,  Cancer,  and  Vascular 
Lesions  of  the  Nervous  System  together  accounted  for  70.2%  of 
the  total  number  of  deaths,  as  compared  with  63.1%  in  1953. 
Vascular  Lesions  of  the  Nervous  System  were  responsible  for  25 
deaths  in  1954,  compared  with  16  the  previous  year.  The  number  of 
deaths  from  Cancer  is  almost  the  same  as  in  1953  (22  as  compared 
with  23)  but  there  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of  deaths  due  to 
Cancer  of  the  lung  (6  as  compared  with  only  1 in  1953).  The  Cancer 
death  rate  was  1.35  per  1,000  of  the  population,  a decrease  of  0.04 
on  the  figure  for  1953. 

There  was  only  one  death  from  Respiratory  Tuberculosis  as 
compared  with  2 in  1953,  and  the  Tuberculosis  death  rate  was 
therefore  0.06  per  1,000  of  the  population  (0.12  in  1953). 
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Infant  Mortality 

Three  infants  died  during  1954  before  reaching  the  age  of 
1 year  ; of  these  three,  two  died  under  the  age  of  4 weeks,  the  most 
vulnerable  period.  There  is  thus  an  improvement  on  the  figures 
for  1953,  when  six  infants  died  under  the  age  of  1 year. 

The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births  was  13.1,  almost 
half  that  for  1953  of  25.5,  and  hkewise  almost  half  the  rate  for 
England  and  Wales  for  1954,  which  is  also  25.5. 

Deaths  Related  to  Pregnancy  and  Childbirth 

One  death  was  registered  in  this  category  in  1954,  there  having 
also  been  only  one  in  1953.  The  Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000 
total  births  (live  + still)  was  thus  4.3. 

Natural  Increase  of  Population 

The  number  of  births  exceeded  the  number  of  deaths  by  108. 


SECTION  B. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 


Staff 

The  names  and  quahfications  of  the  Public  Health  Officers  of 
the  Authority  are  given  at  the  beginning  of  the  Report.  Mr.  G.  S.  N. 
Ingham  resigned  his  appointment  as  Additional  Sanitary  Inspector 
as  from  31st  May,  1954,  and  Mr.  D.  A.  Pamphilon  commenced 
duty  in  this  capacity  on  1st  August,  1954. 

Laboratory  Facilities 

Bacteriological  examination  of  samples  of  water,  milk,  ice 
cream,  etc.,  and  of  pathological  specimens  submitted  from  infectious 
disease  cases  is  carried  out  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Royal 
Salop  Infirmary,  Shrewsbury.  Full  use  of  the  facilities  available 
was  made  during  the  year. 

Ambulance  Services 

The  County  Council,  as  Local  Health  Authority,  is  responsible 
for  the  provision  of  ambulance  services  in  the  area.  The  Central 
Ambulance  Depot  is  in  Shrewsbury  (Tel.  No.  Shrewsbury  6331), 
and  two  ambulances  and  a car  for  sitting-cases  are  stationed  in 
Bridgnorth  for  use  on  local  journeys. 

Home  Nursing,  Health  Visiting,  Domiciliary  Midwifery  Services 

The  above  services  are  provided  by  the  County  Council,  and 
details  may  be  obtained  from  the  Annual  Report  of  the  County 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Hospital  Accommodation 

There  were  no  changes  during  the  year  in  the  hospital  facilities 
in  the  area.  The  Bridgnorth  and  South  Shropshire  Infirmary 
admits  all  general  medical  and  surgical  cases,  including  children, 
and  also  has  a maternity  unit.  Cases  of  infectious  disease  are 
admitted  to  Wolverhampton  Isolation  Hospital  or  to  Monkmoor 
Hospital,  Shrewsbury.  Patients  with  Tuberculosis  usually  receive 
treatment  at  Shirlett  Sanatoriun,  but  some  from  this  area  have  also 
gone  to  sanatoria  at  Knightwick  and  Malvern.  Old  persons  in  need 
of  care  and  attention  are  admitted  to  Innage  House,  Bridgnorth  ; 
and  the  chronic  sick  are  cared  for  at  Shifnal  Hospital. 

County  Council  Welfare  Centres 
Highley 

The  Child  Welfare  Clinic  in  the  Miners’  Welfare  Annexe,  Highley, 
continued  to  be  held  every  Tuesday  afternoon  during  the  year 
from  1.30 — 4.30  p.m. 

(As  from  18th  October,  1955  this  clinic  will  be  held  on  the  1st 
and  3rd  Tuesday  afternoons  in  each  month  only). 

Alveley 

The  need  for  a Child  Welfare  Centre  to  serve  the  Alveley  area 
was  recognised  by  the  County  Health  Department  early  in  1954, 
and  premises  suitable  for  the  purpose  were  found  in  the  Old  School 
House,  Church  Green,  Alveley.  Negotiations  in  respect  of  the  use 
of  these  premises  proved  somewhat  lengthy,  and  were  not  completed 
by  the  end  of  the  year. 

(The  Child  Welfare  Clinic  at  Alveley  will  commence  on  Tuesday, 
25th  October,  1955,  and  sessions  will  be  held  on  the  2nd  and  4th 
Tuesdays  in  each  month  from  1.30 — 4.30  p.m.). 

Welfare  Foods 

The  distribution  of  the  National  Welfare  Foods  became  the 
responsibihty  of  the  County  Council  in  July,  1954.  These  are 
available  at  numerous  conveniently  situated  distribution-points 
throughout  the  district. 

Vaccination  and  Immunisation 

Under  the  County  Council’s  scheme,  vaccination  against  small- 
pox and  immunisation  against  diphtheria  may  be  carried  out  by 
arrangement  with  a general  preactitioner,  or  at  any  of  the  Child 
Welfare  Centres. 

Domestic  Help  Service 

This  service,  provided  by  the  County  Council,  is  available  for 
“ any  person  who  is  ill,  an  expectant  mother,  mentally  defective. 
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aged,  or  a child  not  over  compulsory  school  age.”  Enquiries  regard- 
ing this  service  should  be  made  at  Bridgnorth  Welfare  Centre 
on  Mondays,  Wednesdays  and  Fridays  between  the  hours  of  2.15 
p.m.  and  4.30  p.m. 

Four  part-time  workers  were  available  for  duty  during  the  year, 
and  good  use  of  the  service  was  made  by  the  public. 

SECTION  C 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 
WATER  SUPPLIES 

Comprehensive  Schemes 

1.  High  Level  Areas 

Once  again  there  is  little  to  report  in  connection  with  this 
scheme,  although  preparations  for  a Public  Inquiry  are  still  in 
hand.  Difficulties  with  the  owners  of  land  adjoining  the  site  of  the 
proposed  headworks  have  arisen,  and  it  may  be  some  considerable 
time  before  any  solution  is  reached. 

2.  Low  Level  Scheme 

Work  on  the  first  stage  of  this  scheme  was  commenced  early 
in  1954  and  fairly  rapid  progress  in  main  laying  has  been  made.  It 
seems,  however,  that  very  few  areas  can  be  supplied  until  the  new 
reservoir  at  Bagginswood  is  completed.  As  far  as  can  be  foreseen 
at  the  moment,  this  will  not  be  until  October,  1955,  at  the  earliest. 

Tenders  are  to  be  invited  for  the  construction  of  the  second  stage 
of  the  scheme  which  extends  the  mains  from  Deuxhill  to  Morville, 
Aston  Eyre,  Tasley  and  Astley  Abbotts  parishes.  This  section 
again  covers  some  of  the  badly  watered  areas  of  the  Council’s 
district.  Work  is  expected  to  commence  in  April,  1955. 

Parish  Reports 

1.  Parish  of  Alveley 

Whilst  the  more  densely  populated  part  of  this  parish  is  served 
by  the  Low  Level  Scheme,  there  are  many  localities  in  urgent  need 
of  a piped  water  supply,  particularly  the  Lane  Green  and  Tuck 
Hill  area.  It  is  not  expected,  however,  that  the  existing  pipelines 
will  be  extended  for  some  three  to  four  years. 

2.  Parish  of  Stottesdon 

Once  again  it  has  to  be  reported  that  conditions  show  no  material 
change.  The  pumping  plant  is  operated  by  a part-time  employee, 
and  the  scheme  must  be  regarded  as  reasonably  satisfactory  on  the 
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whole.  It  will  be  a great  boon  to  this  parish  when  water  is  available 
from  the  Low  Level  Scheme,  although  it  is  understood  that  even 
then  it  will  not  be  possible  to  supply  all  consumers  from  the  new 
system,  and  that  the  existing  scheme  will  still  be  required  for  the 
supply  of  the  higher  levels  of  the  Village. 

3.  Parishes  of  Claverley  and  Worfield 

No  difficulties  have  been  reported  from  these  parishes,  both  of 
which  are  suppUed  by  Wolverhampton  Corporation.  A further 
small  extension  has  been  carried  out  to  supply  the  Tinkers  Castle 
area,  and  whilst  there  are  still  a few  small  groups  of  houses  where 
a piped  supply  would  be  desirable,  in  the  main,  both  parishes  are 
well  served. 

Details  of  premises  supplied  with  water  from  public  piped 


supphes  are  as  follows  : — 


Parish 

Premises 

Direct  Standpipe 

Percentage  of 
Population 
Served 

Alveley  

...  124 

56 

58.75 

Astley  Abbotts 

...  14 

— 

10.25 

Chelmarsh  

8 

4 

8.45 

Claverley  

...  233 

— 

62.1 

Highley  

...  533 

— 

84.9 

Kinlet  

...  69 

— 

48.5 

Stottesdon  

...  49 

— 

18.9 

Tasley  

...  45 

— 

83.8 

Neen  Savage 

...  25 

— 

25.0 

.Worfield  (CiviUan)  ... 

. R. A. F.  Houses 

R.A.F.  Camp 

1341 

...  180/'^^^ 

1 

— 

76.9 

The  remainder  of  the  district  is  supplied  by  wells,  springs,  etc., 
and  in  some  cases  private  piped  supplies. 


Purity  of  Supplies 

In  the  normal  course  of  events,  little  anxiety  need  be  felt 
regarding  the  purity  of  the  public  supplies.  Even  untreated  water 
from  the  Elan  Aqueduct,  excepting  in  time  of  severe  drought,  is 
usually  quite  pure.  With  the  exception  of  the  connection  at 
Button  Oak,  all  other  connections  and  bulk  supplies  in  the  Council’s 
area  are  chlorinated  before  distribution,  and  the  result  is  that  all 
the  samples  taken  during  the  past  year  have  proved  to  be  satis- 
factory. 

The  situation  regarding  private  water  supplies,  however,  is  not 
so  reassuring.  Of  a total  of  twenty  samples  taken  during  the  past 
year  from  private  premises  in  outlying  parts  of  the  Council’s 
district,  only  two  were  reported  by  the  Laboratory  as  being  satis- 
factory. 
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It  is  extremely  difficult  to  deal  with  a problem  of  this  description, 
since  so  many  of  the  wells  and  springs  used  for  domestic  purposes 
are  merely  collecting  chambers  for  surface  water  which  is  liable  to 
a high  degree  of  pollution.  In  cases  such  as  this,  householders  are 
advised  to  boil  water  before  it  is  used.  There  is  no  doubt  whatsoever 
that  the  provision  of  piped  supplies  to  all  localities  will  be  the  best 
possible  safeguard  to  the  pubhc  health. 


Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

During  the  year  some  progress  has  been  made  in  this  field  of 
the  Council's  activities.  The  greatest  progress  has  been  made  in 
the  Parish  of  Highley.  A scheme  was  prepared,  followed  by  a 
Public  Inquiry  in  April,  1954,  and  it  is  expected  that  work  will 
start  on  the  section  affecting  Highley  Village  about  the  middle  of 
1955.  New  sewers  of  adequate  size  are  to  be  provided,  and  also 
the  first  stage  of  a new  disposal  plant  to  replace  the  existing 
inadequate  disposal  works  at  Wren’s  Nest.  The  construction  of  the 
second  stage  will  also  require  consideration  in  the  near  future, 
as  the  disposal  plant  at  New  England  is  in  a very  bad  structural 
condition,  and  little  other  than  entire  rebuilding  would  be  effective. 

An  Inquiry  was  also  held  in  April  in  connection  with  the  scheme 
proposed  for  Claverley.  Present  intentions  are  that  work  should 
start  in  1955. 

A scheme  for  the  sewerage  of  Eardington  Village  is  also  in  course 
of  preparation  and  it  is  hoped  that  a Public  Inquiry  will  be  held  in 
the  near  future. 

Sanitary  conditions  in  the  Parish  of  Alveley  have  caused  great 
concern,  and  the  problem,  aggravated  by  the  advent  of  a proper 
piped  water  supply  should  be  tackled  without  further  delay. 

Since  the  emplo3mient  of  an  attendant  for  the  housing  estate 
disposal  works,  a very  marked  improvement  in  their  condition 
and  operation  has  been  shown,  and  conditions,  in  the  main,  are  most 
satisfactory.  Septic  tanks  are  emptied  by  the  Council’s  trailer 
cesspool-emptier,  and  the  contents  spread  on  adjoining  farm  land. 


Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

Since  the  last  report,  a review  has  been  made  of  the  refuse 
collecting  service,  and  the  result  has  been  a general  extension  and 
improvement.  Weekly  collections  are  now  undertaken  at  Worfield, 
Claverley,  Alveley,  Highley,  Chelmarsh,  Tasley,  Eardington  and 
Morville. 

Refuse-tips  have  received  careful  attention,  but  new  tips  will 
be  required  within  the  next  few  years  at  Highley,  Alveley  and 
Ditton  Priors, 
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Factories  Act,  1937 

There  are  twenty-five  factories  on  the  Register,  and  of  these 
twenty-two  have  mechanical  power,  and  three  are  without  power. 
In  those  factories  having  mechanical  power,  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
Local  Authority  to  enforce  the  provisions  of  the  Act  with  regard  to 
sanitary  accommodation.  In  the  case  of  factories  without  mechan- 
ical power,  the  Local  Authority  are  also  responsible  for  the  con- 
ditions under  which  the  employees  work. 

In  all  factories  where  twenty  or  more  persons  are  employed, 
where  ten  or  more  of  such  persons  are  employed  above  the  ground 
floor,  or  where  explosive  or  highly  inflammable  materials  are  stored 
in  or  under  the  building,  the  Local  Authority  has  a duty  to  perform 
in  connection  with  the  means  of  escape  available  in  case  of  fire. 

During  the  year  three  such  factories  have  been  inspected  and 
certificates  issued. 

The  Inspector  reports  that  eighteen  visits  have  been  made  to 
factories,  and  that  four  defects  were  found  and  notified  to  the 
owners.  In  each  case  the  defects  were  remedied. 


Moveable  Dwellings 

There  are  ten  licensed  camping  sites  in  the  district,  all  of  which 
have  conditions  attached  to  the  licence  as  regard  classes  of  dwellings 
permitted,  water  supply,  sanitation,  etc.  Two  further  applications 
to  license  sites  have  been  received,  but  were  refused  by  the  Council 
on  the  grounds  of  unsatisfactory  water  supplies. 

In  addition  to  the  regular  camping  sites,  individual  caravans 
are  licensed  on  other  sites,  but  it  is  apparent  that  there  are  many 
more  caravans  that  are  not  licensed,  and  where  investigations 
must  be  made. 


Rodent  Control 

The  services  of  a full-time  rodent  operative  have  again  been 
employed,  and  much  valuable  work  is  being  done  in  the  district. 
A systematic  survey  of  all  the  premises  in  the  area  is  carried  out, 
and  treatment  given  where  infestations  are  found.  Any  infestations 
found  on  agricultural  property  are  notified  to  the  Salop  Agricultural 
Executive  Committee  who  endeavour  to  arrange  a contract  for 
the  treatment  of  the  premises. 


Inspections  for  the  Year  1954 

A total  of  967  visits  and  inspections  were  made  during  the  year, 
most  of  these  being  visits  to  slaughterhouses,  drainage  works, 
and  housing  application  investigations. 
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Houses — Pubhc  Health  Acts  

TOTAL 

INSPECTIONS 

40 

Houses — Housing  application  investigations  . . . 

141 

Complaints  investigated  

24 

Houses  disinfected  

2 

Camping  Sites  

26 

Water — General 

47 

Water — Samples 

13 

Factories 

18 

Swimming  Baths  

3 

Revisits  to  Property  under  Notice  

10 

Bakehouses 

7 

Fried  Fish  Shops  

2 

Food  Premises  

20 

Animal  Slaughterhouses  

220 

Butchers’  Shops 

10 

Miscellaneous  

126 

Drainage 

197 

Infectious  Disease  Cases. . . 

7 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act  

34 

Refuse  Tips 

20 

967 

Number  of  notices  served  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936  : 

(a)  Informal  7 

(b)  Formal  1 


SECTION  D 
HOUSING 

3,795 
314 

12 
27 


Number  of  inhabited  houses 

Number  of  houses  owned  by  the  Council  ... 
Number  of  houses  completed  in  1954  : 

(a)  Council 

(b)  Private  ... 


12 


39 


Number  of  applications  for  houses  ... 


300 


Number  of  houses  under  construction  at  31/12/54  : 

(a)  Council 

(b)  Private 


39 

13 


52 


Included  in  the  figure  of  the  houses  owned  by  the  Council  are 
the  temporary  hutments  at  Coton  Camp,  now  reduced  to  seven, 
and  two  hostels  taken  over  from  the  Ministry  of  Works  and  con- 
verted into  flats. 

The  huts  at  Coton  are  rapidly  deteriorating,  having  served  for 
a period  in  excess  of  their  expected  life,  and  the  tenants  should  be 
re-housed  as  soon  as  circumstances  permit. 


New  Houses 

This  year  the  Council’s  record  in  providing  new  housing  accom- 
modation is  not  so  good  as  in  1953.  Only  twelve  houses  were 
completed,  but  the  number  under  construction  at  the  end  of  Decem- 
ber encourages  the  hope  that  the  rate  of  completions  will  show  a 
marked  increase  during  the  coming  year. 

Whilst  the  rate  of  Council  building  showed  a marked  decline, 
three  times  as  many  privately-built  houses  were  completed  as  in 
1953.  This  is  a tendency  to  be  encouraged,  although  it  is  somewhat 
doubtful  whether  such  a rate  of  building  will  continue  in  view  of 
ever-increasing  building  costs. 

Since  the  end  of  the  war,  a total  of  310  permanent  new  houses 
have  been  constructed  in  the  district. 


Future  Programme 

Unfortunately,  owing  to  difficulties  in  obtaining  acceptable 
tenders,  it  was  not  possible  to  commence  the  proposed  housing 
scheme  at  Rhea  Hall,  Highley,  during  1954.  It  is  anticipated, 
however,  that  work  will  start  in  April,  1955.  These  houses  should 
go  a long  way  towards  solving  Highley’s  housing  problem,  which 
the  Council  know  to  be  most  pressing. 

Another  scheme,  for  ten  houses  at  Chelmarsh,  is  also  in 
hand,  and  it  is  hoped  to  commence  work  as  soon  as  possible  in 
1955.  Taking  into  account  houses  already  under  construction,  it  is 
anticipated  that  schemes  totalling  115  houses  should  be  under 
construction  before  the  end  of  1955. 


13 


Details  of  Post-War  building  are  as  follows  : — 


Under 

Completed  in 

Total 

Construction 

Year  ending 

Completed 

Parish 

at  31/12/54 

31/12/54 

Post  War 

Alveley 

— 

— 

50 

Claverley 

— 

— 

26 

Worfield 

— 

— 

38 

Tasley 

— 

— 

6 

Morville 

— 

— 

18 

Shipton 

— 

— 

6 

Highley 

— 

— 

56 

Kinlet 

— 

— 

10 

Neen  Savage 

— 

— 

10 

Stottesdon  . . . 

— 

6 

11 

Eudon  George 
Ditton  Priors 
Monkhopton 
Chetton 

Worfield 

20 

6 

6 

7 

6 

6 

39  12  237 


Private  Buildings 

Under  construction  Completed  Total 
at  31/12/54  31/12/53-31/12/54  Postwar 

13  27  84 

Unfit  Houses 

The  problem  of  dealing  with  unfit  houses  under  the  new  Housing 
Act  cannot  yet  be  tackled  owing  to  shortage  of  staff.  The  revival 
of  the  meat  inspection  service  has  almost  halved  the  time  available 
for  other  Public  Health  duties,  but  the  Council  are  considering  the 
appointment  of  a further  Additional  Sanitary  Inspector  to  assist 
in  dealing  with  the  housing  problem. 


Improvement  and  Reconditioning 

In  the  Annual  Report  for  1953  it  was  stated  that  the  operation 
of  the  Improvement  Grants  section  of  the  Housing  Act,  1949,  had 
proved  to  be  a relative  failure.  During  the  past  year,  however, 
the  situation  has  changed,  and  there  has  been  a great  increase  in 
the  number  of  applications  for  grants  under  the  Act.  The  effect 
of  the  Housing  Act,  1954,  has  been  to  make  matters  much  easier, 
both  for  the  applicant  and  the  Council,  and  whilst  the  response 
is  most  gratifying,  an  even  greater  number  of  applications  would 
be  welcomed. 
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It  must  not  be  thought,  however,  that  this  will  solve  the  housing 
problem  in  the  district.  The  type  of  property  which  it  is  the 
Council’s  duty  to  inspect  under  the  Housing  Acts  is  not  often  made 
the  subject  of  an  application,  and  generally  speaking,  deterioration 
continues. 

Details  of  the  scheme  as  operated  by  the  Council  are  as  follows  : 


Total  number  of  applications  considered  57 

Total  number  of  applications  approved  ...  53 

Number  approved  in  1954  ...  ...  ...  19 

Number  completed  in  1954  ...  ...  9 

Total  number  completed  ...  ...  ...  16 


Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925 

The  Minister  of  Health  has  requested  that  the  information 
required  under  Article  31  of  the  above  Regulations  should  again  be 
included  in  the  Annual  Reports  of  Medical  Officers  of  Health. 

The  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  has  supplied  the  following 
figures  : — 

1 . The  number  of  houses  which  on  inspection  were  considered 

to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  273 

2.  The  number  of  houses  the  defects  in  which  were  remedied 

in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  local 
authority  or  their  officers  7 

3.  The  number  of  representations  made  to  the  local  authority 

with  a view  to  : 

(a)  The  serving  of  notices  requiring  the  execution 

of  works  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(b)  The  making  of  demolition  or  closing  orders  ...  0 

4.  The  number  of  notices  served  requiring  the  execution 

of  works  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

5.  The  number  of  houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after  the 

serving  of  formal  notices  1 

6.  The  number  of  demolition  or  closing  orders  made 0 

7.  The  number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  an  undertaking 

was  accepted  under  sub-section  (2)  of  Section  19 
of  the  Housing  Act,  1930  0 

8.  The  number  of  houses  demolished 0 
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SECTION  E 

INSPECTION  OF  MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS 

The  slaughtering  of  animals  by  the  Ministry  of  Food  ceased  on 
29th  June,  1954,  and  slaughtering  was  handed  back  to  the  private 
trader. 

In  order  to  meet  the  needs  for  slaughtering  facilities  within  the 
rural  area,  the  Council  licensed  six  slaughter-houses,  subject  to 
works  of  improvement  being  carried  out. 

The  need  for  local  meat  inspection  has  therefore  again  arisen. 
Such  a service  must  essentially  be  complete  in  its  operation,  and 
to  reach  this  standard  in  a rural  district  is  a matter  of  obvious 
difficulty.  I am  glad  to  report,  however,  that  through  the  more  than 
willing  co-operation  of  the  butchers  as  to  times  of  slaughter,  etc., 
it  has  been  attained. 

The  ideal  of  ante-mortem  inspection  and  the  presence  of  the 
Inspector  during  the  time  of  slaughter  is,  however,  seldom  achieved, 
thus  emphasising  the  importance  of  centralised  slaughtering 
facilities,  where  full-time  Meat  Inspectors  are  always  on  duty. 
The  position  is  to  be  reviewed  in  1959  by  the  Government. 

One  of  the  slaughterhouses  in  the  district,  on  the  application 
of  the  occupier  to  the  Ministry  of  Food,  has  been  made  an  Ordinary 
Dead- weight  Certification  Centre  for  pigs  under  the  Fatstock 
Guarantee  Schemes. 


Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned 


Cattle 

(excluding 

Cows) 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

152 

2 

7 

609 

343 

Number  inspected  

152 

2 

7 

609 

343 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis  : 
Whole  carcases  condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned  

5 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  disease  other  than 
Tuberculosis  

3.28% 

Nil 

Nil 

.16% 

.29% 

Tuberculosis  only; 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

3 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

7 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  Tuberculosis 

1.97% 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

2.04% 
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The  total  amount  of  meat  condemned  as  unfit  for  human 
consumption  at  the  slaughterhouses  during  the  year  is  as  follows  : 

cwts.qtrs.lbs. 

(1)  On  account  of  Tuberculosis  ...  1 1 0 

(2)  On  account  of  other  diseases  ...  2 0 1 


Total  ...  3 1 1 


This  remarkably  low  figure  for  a period  of  six  months  goes  a 
long  way  to  demonstrate  the  high  quahty  of  the  animals  which 
have  been  slaughtered,  the  majority  being  young  cattle. 

The  following  quantity  of  other  foodstuffs  was  examined  and 
condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption  : — 

Corned  Beef  (Australian)  ...  36  lbs. 

Method  of  Disposal  of  Condemned  Food 

Condemned  foodstuffs,  other  than  meat,  are  disposed  of  either 
on  the  Council's  refuse  tips,  by  deep  burying,  or  by  incineration. 
Since  the  return  of  meat  inspection,  however,  it  has  been  necessary 
to  deal  with  small  quantities  of  diseased  or  unsound  meat.  This 
has  been  taken  to  the  local  hunt-kennels  and  boiled  for  the  hounds. 

Milk 

There  are  four  retailers  holding  Supplementary  Licences  in  the 
area,  as  follows  : — 


Kidderminster  C.W.S.  . . . 

T.T. 

Pasteurised 

Sterilised 

Wolverhampton  C.W.S. 

T.T. 

Pasteurised 

Sterilised 

Imperial  Dairies 

T.T. 

Pasteurised 

Sterilised 

W.  H.  Green,  Ludlow 

T.T. 

Pasteurised 

Ice  Cream 

There  are  thirty-seven  ice-cream  retailers  in  the  area,  all  of 
whom  sell  a prepacked  product,  manufactured  by  firms  outside 
this  area.  The  advantage  of  this  method  of  retailing  is  that  ice 
cream  is  not  touched  by  hand,  and  is  kept  at  freezing-point  during 
storage.  However,  it  is  still  essential  that  a high  standard  of  cleanH- 
ness  be  maintained,  and  regular  visits  are  made  to  these  retailers, 
when  this  point  is  stressed. 
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Three  samples  of  ice  cream  were  taken  during  the  year,  and  on 
bacteriological  examination  were  all  classed  as  Grade  I,  which  is 
very  satisfactory. 


Food  Premises 

(a)  The  Types  of  Food  Premises  in  the  Area 

1.  Butchers’  shops  11 

2.  Fried  fish  shops  2 

3.  Bakehouses  5 

4.  Premises  serving  snacks  and  light  meals 39 

5.  Licensed  premises 50 


(b)  Premises  Registered  under  Section  14  of  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act,  1938. 

1.  Manufacturers  of  sausages,  pressed  meat,  etc.  ...  7 

2.  Ice  cream  dealers 37 

Visits  to  premises  registered  under  Section  14  of  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act,  1938  (where  the  manufacture  of  sausages,  pressed  meat, 
etc.,  is  carried  out)  have  increased  during  the  year,  partly  due  to 
the  opportunity  provided  by  meat  inspection  visits. 

The  standard  of  hygiene  in  many  of  the  food  premises  in  the 
district  leaves  a great  deal  to  be  desired,  falling  far  short  of  the 
requirements  of  Section  13  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 

In  such  a scattered  area  it  is  a matter  of  some  difficulty  for  the 
Inspectors,  with  their  very  full  programme  of  work,  to  maintain 
the  necessary  supervision  of  those  food  premises  where  conditions 
are  unsatisfactory.  The  problem  is  being  tackled  by  degrees, 
however,  and  some  improvements  have  been  effected  during  the 
year.  Owners  of  food  shops  have  on  the  whole  proved  very  co-oper- 
ative concerning  the  remedy  of  defects. 

However  tireless  the  efforts  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  to  improve 
conditions  in  food  premises  may  be,  there  is  no  doubt  that  the 
public  can  also  help  a great  deal  by  demanding  higher  standards 
of  cleanliness ; by  refusing  to  deal  with  the  shop  where  the  cat 
sleeps  among  the  cakes,  where  unwrapped  foods  lie  exposed  to 
dirt  and  dust,  coughs  and  sneezes,  and  where  the  flies  of  the  neigh- 
bourhood find  a happy  hunting-grouud. 
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SECTION  F 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


The  notifications  of  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  received  from 
general  practitioners  during  the  year  were  as  follows  : 

No.  of  Cases 


Whooping-cough  ...  ...  ...  ...  41 

Acute  Pneumonia 32 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Tuberculosis  (Respiratory)  9 

,,  (Non-respiratory)  1 

Erysipelas  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Measles  ...  .-. 2 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  (Paralytic)  ...  ...  1 

,,  ,,  (Non-paralytic)  ...  1 

Malaria  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Suspected  Food  Poisoning  1 
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There  was  a great  reduction  in  the  number  of  cases  of  Infectious 
Disease  notified  during  1954  as  compared  with  the  previous  year, 
when  260  notifications  were  received. 

Whooping-Cough 

There  were  fewer  cases  of  whooping-cough  in  1954  than  in  1953, 
when  61  cases  were  notified.  Pre-school  children  accounted  for 
17  of  the  total  41  cases,  and  17  children  aged  5-7  years  were  affected. 
Only  2 babies  under  the  age  of  1 year  (the  most  dangerous  period 
for  this  disease)  fell  victim  to  it. 

The  majority  of  the  cases  occurred  in  the  first  quarter  of  the 
year,  26  of  the  total  41  (63.4%). 

Immunisation  against  whooping-cough  is  now  commonly 
combined  with  diphtheria  immunisation  in  infancy,  the  course  of 
infections  being  commenced  about  the  age  of  5-6  months. 

Measles 

The  district  was  almost  completely  free  from  measles  during  the 
year,  only  2 cases  being  notified  as  compared  with  121  in  1953. 
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Scarlet  Fever 

Fewer  cases  of  scarlet  fever  occurred  than  in  the  previous  twelve 
months,  13  as  compared  with  25.  6 cases  occurred  in  R.A.F. 

personnel  and  7 in  the  civilian  population.  Scarlet  fever  is  generally 
a very  mild  condition  nowadays  and  removal  to  an  isolation  hospital 
is  seldom  considered  necessary. 

Acute  Pneumonia 

32  cases  of  this  condition  were  notified  as  compared  with  36  in 
1953.  The  great  majority  of  cases  again  occurred  in  young  National 
Service  men  serving  with  the  R.A.F. — 28  of  the  total  32  cases  being 
notified  from  the  R.A.F.  Station  at  Stanmore.  The  heaviest 
incidence  fell  in  the  first  quarter  of  the  year,  when  18  cases  occurred. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

The  two  cases  of  poliomyehtis  occurred  at  a boys'  boarding 
school  near  Kinlet,  in  the  month  of  May.  One  boy  developed 
paralysis  ; the  other  contracted  the  non-paralytic  form  "of  the 
disease.  Both  recovered  fully.  Fortunately  none  of  the  other 
boarders  or  staff  became  affected. 

Diphtheria 

No  cases  of  diphtheria  have  occurred  in  the  district  for  several 
years  now,  but  it  still  remains  essential  that  all  babies  should  be 
immunised  against  this  disease  if  its  continued  absence  from  the 
community  is  to  be  ensured. 

As  a result  of  the  national  campaign  against  diphtheria,  a vast 
reduction  in  the  number  of  annual  notifications  and  deaths  from 
the  disease  has  been  effected  during  the  past  ten  years.  In  1945 
there  were  18,596  cases  and  722  deaths  ; in  1954  there  were  182 
cases  and  only  9 deaths. 

It  is  considered  that,  to  control  the  disease  effectively,  not  less 
than  75%  of  all  babies  should  be  immunised  before  the  age  of  12 
months.  This  ideal  is  not  being  attained  in  the  country  as  a whole, 
and  figures  for  the  first  half  of  1954  show  the  percentage  for  England 
and  Wales  to  be  only  35.75. 

During  1954,  72  babies  under  the  age  of  1 year  in  the  Rural 
District  were  immunised  against  diphtheria — approximately  31.7% 
of  those  who  might  have  been  given  the  benefit  of  this  protection. 
This  percentage  is  far  from  satisfactory,  and  the  efforts  of  all 
concerned  should  be  directed  towards  its  improvement  in  subsequent 
years. 

Small-Pox  Vaccination 

During  the  year  119  babies  under  the  age  of  1 year  were  vac- 
cinated against  small-pox  in  the  district.  This  represents  approx- 
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imately  52.7%  of  those  eligible  for  this  protection.  This  percentage 
is  better  than  for  diphtheria  immunisation,  but  like  the  latter 
could  be  improved  greatly. 

Ideally,  babies  should  be  vaccinated  for  the  first  time  about  the 
age  of  3^  months,  when  the  procedure  should  cause  little  or  no 
general  upset.  If  it  has  to  be  done  for  the  first  time  in  later  childhood 
or  in  adult  life,  as  may  be  necessary  in  the  event  of  a local  outbreak 
of  small-pox,  on  entry  into  the  Armed  Forces^  for  emigration 
purposes,  etc.,  unpleasant  local  and  general  reactions  may  some- 
times occur. 

Under  the  County  Council’s  scheme,  both  vaccination  and 
immunisation  can  be  provided  by  arrangement  with  a general 
medical  practitioner,  or  at  any  Child  Welfare  Centre. 

Tuberculosis 

The  number  of  cases  on 
of  1954  was  as  follows  : 

Respiratory 
Male  Female  Total 

35  17  52 

New  Cases 

Ten  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  were  notified  during  the  year, 
nine  affecting  the  respiratory  system,  and  one  of  the  non-respiratory 
form  of  the  disease.  In  1953  there  were  nine  new  cases,  seven 
respiratory  and  two  non-respiratory. 

Of  the  nine  new  respiratory  cases,  five  were  civilians  and  four 
were  members  of  the  R.A.F. 

Deaths 

There  was  one  death  due  to  respiratory  tuberculosis  in  1954 
compared  with  two  in  1953.  The  tuberculosis  death  rate  was  thus 
0.06  per  1,000  of  the  population  (0.121  in  1953). 


the  Tuberculosis  Register  at  the  end 

Non-Respiratory 
Male  Female  Total 

8 7 15 


Wlldini!  & Son,  Ltd.,  Shrewsbury. 


